Intonation patterns
Once we have practised stress and pronunciation at the word level, we can move onto sentence-level stress. This means analysing which words in a sentence are weaker and which are emphasised.
A shift in such emphasis is used to convey meanings and moods. It can be achieved through the pitch of your voice, which may be lower or higher in parts of the sentence.
Look at the sentences below. The word in bold is the stressed word. Consider how this stress might change the meaning of the sentence. The meaning is shown in brackets.
'I don't often walk to school.'     (I go to school by car)
'I don't often walk to school.'      (I often walk to the church)
'I don't often walk to school.'      (I often walk home from school)
'I don't often walk to school.'       (My sister often walks to school)
Now read the following sentence. We can change the meaning of the sentence by putting stress on different words:
'Peter is coming today to clean the fridge.'
Decide which word you would need to stress to convey each of the following meanings:
· Peter is coming, not John or Dave.
· Peter definitely is coming.
· Peter is coming today, not tomorrow or Saturday.
· Peter is coming to clean the fridge and not to mend it or take it away.
· Peter is coming today to clean the fridge, but not the cooker or the table.
After you have done this, take a moment to consider your thoughts before continuing reading to learn more.
	Meaning
	Stress Word

	Peter is coming, not John or Dave.
	Peter

	Peter is definitely coming.
	is

	Peter is coming today, not tomorrow or Sunday.
	today

	Peter is coming to clean the fridge and not to mend it or take it away.
	clean

	Peter is coming today to clean the fridge, but not the cooker or the table.
	fridge



Intonation can also be adapted to convey a different emotion. For example, consider how you would say the following sentence to convey anger, politeness, surprise, or worry:
'I suppose it's a long way for you to come.'
................................................
In the following activity, you are invited to reflect upon any of the ideas we have explored and which could be incorporated into your own practice.

