Facilitating learning


Now let's consider some of the key words from the previous task.

Let's try to combine them with the dominant roles mentioned in the first section of this unit. How we understand roles here is that they are the ways in which the teacher influences what is achieved in the classroom – the ways in which they facilitate learning.

Certain types of activities might require the teacher to take a back seat, while others will succeed only when the teacher takes on a more domineering role. So, in one lesson, the teacher might take on each of the following roles:

controller
prompter
participant
tutor
resource
It is important to consider what these roles mean. Each role has typical features which apply to differing classroom scenarios.

Therefore, from the discussion so far, it is clear that the concept of a 'role' is complex and might entail a number of influences – including learner expectations of the teacher; method-, task-, and procedure-related influences; and institutional and cultural expectations. During the course of one lesson unit, the teacher might perform a number of roles, some of them more often than others. This might be because some of the roles are more aligned with their own personality or beliefs. Some of the roles may be adopted unconsciously, while others may be the result of an informed choice.


Further reading.png
Visit the TESOL Encyclopaedia listed in your online reading list. Search for an article by Chandrika Balasubramanian and Susanne Ramadan Shunnaq (2018) called, 'Teacher Fronted Classes' (2011), which argues that – despite the pedagogical shift away from teacher-fronted classes towards more learner centred approaches – we actually need to combine elements of the two for the greatest chance of success. The article is a good summary of the discussion that we have had so far and will help you with Activity 9.2.

Read 'Emerging Technologies and the Evolving Roles of Language Teachers: An Overview' by Kuddus (2018), available from Gale Academic Onefile. In this article, Kuddus (2018) argues that teacher roles have undergone a shift in response to technological developments, as discussed in the last unit. The author explains that, not only have technological advances shaped the teacher's role towards that of a facilitator, students have also become more actively involved in their own learning.
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